216        THE REPUBLICAN TRADITION

a unitary German Republic was too bold a conception
for the political leaders in the thirties. But as the
Republican propaganda advanced under Louis
Philippe in Paris, it began to spread across the Rhine.
Turn for an example to Arnold Riige's " Deutsche-
Franzosische Jahrbiicher," published in 1834.
" Every attempt/' we read, " to make science service-
able to the world, every union of science and state-
craft implies immediate union with France. To be
against France is to be against statecraft, to be against
statecraft is to be against freedom. France stands
for the political principle, for the pure principle of
human freedom in Europe, and France is alive/1
German workmen in Paris caught the infection and
joined the Marianne, a revolutionary club with the
Republic as its goal; and the teaching of the French
Socialists was already widely diffused among the
artisan class in Germany, when the news of the fall of
Louis Philippe produced a spontaneous rising through
the country.2

Karl Marx, the father of modern Socialism, has left
an account of the German revolution of 1848, which is
remarkable as coming from the pen of a prominent
Socialist and revolutionary of the period. He first
exhibits those features in the social state of Germany
which he conceives to have been adverse to the
effective spread of revolutionary principles, the
strength of the feudal aristocracy, the absence of
political concentration, the numbers of petty trades-
men and artisans, the imperfect development of the
factory, and the effect of the economic structure of the
country in encouraging deferential habits among the
poor. He then lacerates the National Parliament
at Frankfort for the pitiable imbecility with which it